
Survey No. BA-2749 
MARYLAND INVENTORY Ot; 

Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form D0E _*es _no 

1 a Name ( i n d i c a t e p re fe r red name) 

historic _____ 

and/or common N e s b i t t - A m a n H o u s e 

2. Location 
7 0 8 S t o n e l e i g h Road ttr—t & number " not for publication 

T o w s o n 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 

M a r y l a n d B a l t i m o r e 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
3£ building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational x private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 

_ object in process X. yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

not app l i cab l e no military other: 

4 a U W n e r O f P r o p e r t y (give names and mai l ing addresses of a l l owners) 

name P a u l Aman 

street & number 708 S t o n e l e i g h Road te lephone no. : (410) 3 3 9 - 7 8 8 4 

city, town T o w s o n , s t a t e and z ip code M a r y l a n d 21212 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Towson C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 

street & number f o l i o 8 7 

city, town Towson state M a r y l a n d 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
None 

title 

date federal state county local 
_ 

jpository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description survey NO. BA-2749 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X_ unaltered X original site 

Xgood ruins altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
va r ious elements as i t e x i s t s today . 

THE NESBITT-AMAN HOUSE 

The Nesbit t-Aman House a t 708 S tone le igh Road (Lots 
30,31,32, Block 7), S ton le igh D i s t r i c t , Towson, Maryland, i s a 
de tached , two s t o r y b r i c k dwel l ing on a r a i s e d s tone founda t ion , 
with a two s t o r y b r i c k and weatherboard wing p l u s a one s t o r y 
enclosed sun porch and a one s t o r y sc reened in porch . A gab le 
s l a t e roof and a west end e x t e r i o r chimney a r e f e a t u r e s of t h e 
main b lock. The house i s s i t e d in t h e c e n t e r of t r i p l e l o t s on 
t h e n o r t h s i d e of S tone le igh road with Wardman road t o t h e 
e a s t . The house i s in t h e co lon ia l r e v i v a l s t y l e b u i l t in 1937 
and r e f l e c t i v e of many o t h e r s wi th in t h e S tone le igh D i s t r i c t 
from t h e same decade . 

The pr imary facade (south) of t h e main block i s t h r e e bays 
wide with a c e n t e r e d main e n t r y with a s i n g l e window on each 
s i d e . The e n t r y has a s e m i - c i r c u l a r e n t a b l a t u r e forming a f l a t 
roof suppor t ed by two f l u t e d columns with p la in c a p i t o l and 
b a s e . An i ron r a i l i n g e n c i r c l e s t h e roof c r e a t i n g a second ^ 
f l oo r ba lcony. The e n t r a n c e f e a t u r e s i nc lude an e l i p t i c a l 
f a n l i g h t with r e t a n g u l a r s i d e l i g h t s ; s ix pane l ( c ross & b ib le ) 
door; two f l u t ed p i l a s t e r s framing t h e o u t e r doorway; and s t o n e 
porch with two s t e p s . On t h e second s t o r y of t h i s c e n t e r bay i s 
a f a l s e door comprised of a 6/6 sash window p l u s a p l a in molded 
wood pane l s ided by f u l l l eng th pane l topped louverd s h u t t e r s . 
Windows on t h e f i r s t and second s t o r y a r e symmetr ical 8/8 sash 
with jack a r c h e s , p l a in wood s u r r o u n d s , and s ided by pane l t o p 
louvered s h u t t e r s . The b r i c k cou r s ing c o n s i s t s of a cou r se of 
h e a d e r / s t r e t c h e r b r i c k s followed by f ive c o u r s e s of s t r e t c h e r 
b r i c k s . The r a i s e d s tone foundat ion has two h a l f - a b o v e - g r o u n d 2 
l i g h t windows, one in t h e west bay and one in t h e e a s t bay . 

The e a s t facade i s two bays wide p l u s a wing. The sou th bay 
of t h e f i r s t s t o r y i s a p r o j e c t i n g window well with 6/6 sash on 
c e n t e r and 4/4 sash t o each s i d e of c e n t e r . The b r i c k facade 
s u p p o r t s s u p p o r t s and follows t h e a n g l e s of t h e window 
p ro j ec t i on which i s covered by a s l a t e h ip roof. The n o r t h 
window on t h e f i r s t f loor i s a 6/6 s a s h . Both second s t o r y bays 
have 6/6 sash windows. The r a i s e d s t o n e founda t ion h a s one 
h a l f - a b o v e - g r o u n d window, l i k e in t h e sou th facade , in t h e sou th 
p r o j e c t i n g bay . 
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8. Significance survey NO. BA-2749 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _ r_ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 _ ^ agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_X_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1 9 3 7 Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Exception: _A _B _C D E _ F __G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 
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9. Major Bibliographical References survey NO. BA-2749 

See Notes, Section #8 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property L o t s 3 0 , 3 1 ,_3J B l o c k 7 

Quadrangle name S t o n e l e i q h D i s t r i c t Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A l i l I I i l i i 1 I i B l i I I I . I . i I I i I . I . i I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C l . I I I . I • . I I • I . I . • I D l . I 1 I • I , • I I , I 1 I • I 1 
E L ^ J I 1 I I • • I I • I • 1 I • I F | _ j J I I I I • • I I • I • I I I 

G|__LJ I 1 I 1 I I I I i I i 1 i i I H | _ J 1 1 , 1 M ! I i I , I i i I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title A . C o l i n C l e v e n g e r , G o u c h e r C o l l e g e s t u d e n t 

H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n November 1 9 9 3 
organization date 

street & number C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n telephone 

city or town Towson ^ state M a r y l a n d 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c r ea t ed by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for informat ion and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infr ingement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p rope r ty r i g h t s . 

r e t u r n t o : Maryland H i s to r i caL-* fus t 
Shaw House ^ ^ ^ 
21 stat^^cle MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 DHCP/DHCD 

^ C l 6 l ) 269-2438 100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
CROWNSVILLE.MD 21032-2023 ps_2746 
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The n o r t h ( r e a r ) f a c a d e i s t h r e e b a y s w i t h a wing , and 
s c r e e n e d - i n p o r c h . On t h e f i r s t s t o r y t h e e a s t b a y i s a 9 l i g h t 
. i xed window i n t h e wing and p r o j e c t s one p i l e w i t h a s h e d roof , 

t h e c e n t r a l bay i s a s o l i d 6 p a n e l d o o r , and t h e w e s t bay i s a 
8 /8 s a s h window. On t h e s e c o n d s t o r y t h e e a s t b a y i s 6 /6 s a s h 
window i n t h e wing of w e a t h e r b o a r d s i d i n g and p r o j e c t s 1/2 p i l e , 
t h e c e n t r a l bay i s 6/6 s a s h window, and t h e w e s t b a y i s 8/8 s a s h 
window. Each s e c o n d s t o r y windows a r e f l a n k e d by t o p p a n e l 
l o u v e r e d s h u t t e r s . The s c r e e n e d - i n one s t o r y p o r c h w i t h s h e d 
roo f and t w o s k y l i g h t s p r o j e c t s one p i l e from t h e main b l o c k and 
h a s one n o r t h d o o r and one w e s t d o o r . 

The w e s t f a c a d e i s two b a y s wide and i n c l u d e s a w i n g , t h e 
s u n p o r c h , which i s a t y p i c a l wing t y p e on many o t h e r S t o n e l e i g h 
d i s t r i c t homes . The f i r s t s t o r y c o m p r i s e s t h e s u n p o r c h which 
c o n s i s t s of t w e l v e 8 l i g h t p l a i n f r amed f i x e d window p a n e l s and 
a d o u b l e 10 l i g h t " F r e n c h " d o o r on t h e n o r t h f a c a d e . The s e c o n d 
s t o r y n o r t h bay i s a d o o r of 9 l i g h t s l e a d i n g on t o t h e f l a t s u n 
p o r c h roo f which i s s u r r o u n d e d by an i r o n r a i l . The s o u t h bay 
i s 8/8 s a s h window. 

The d e t a c h e d o n e - c a r g a r a g e i s l o c a t e d i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t 
c o r n e r of t h e l o t s . I t i s a o n e - s t o r y b r i c k s t r u c t u r e h a v i n g a 
g a b l e s l a t e r o o f w i t h w e a t h e r b o a r d n o r t h - s o u t h e n d s . The g a r a g e 
d o o r c o n s i s t i n g of 40 p a n e l s and t h e w e s t s i d e w a l l h a v i n g a 
p a n e l e d off ( c l o s e d ) window w e l l . 

INTERIOR 

The i n t e r i o r of t h e N e s b i t t - A m a n h o u s e h a s h a d l i t t l e 
a l t e r a t i o n s and r e t a i n s i t s 1937 o r i g i n a l f l o o r p l a n . The main 
a l t e r a t i o n was t h e c o n v e r s i o n of a b r e a k f a s t room i n t o a 
b a t h r o o m in t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 ' s . T h i s h a s b e e n r e s t o r e d w i t h o n l y 
t h e t w o s m a l l c l o s e t s r e m a i n i n g from t h i s a l t e r a t i o n i n t h e 
a d j a c e n t h a l l w a y . T h i s b a t h r o o m was t h e s i t e of a w a l l m u r a l 
d o n e by t h e s e c o n d owner , Lowel l N e s b i t t , a r e n o w n e d a r t i s t . 
The m u r a l h a s n o t been removed o r d e s t r o y e d , b u t r e m a i n s u n d e r a 
l a y e r of w a l l p a p e r . 

The f i r s t f l o o r h a s a c e n t r a l e n t r a n c e s t a i r h a l l and main 
b o d y of t h e h o u s e b e i n g o n e and a h a l f rooms d e e p . The e a s t 
room was d e s i g n e d a s a d i n i n g room, t h e a d j a c e n t rooms t o t h e 
n o r t h b e i n g a s m a l l b r e a k f a s t room fo l l owed by t h e k i t c h e n 
l o c a t e d i n t h e w ing . To t h e r e a r of t h e s t a i r h a l l w a y i s t h e 
r e a r doorway l e a d i n g t o a s c r e e n e d p o r c h . The s t a i r s a r e 
l o c a t e d i n t h e c e n t e r of t h e e n t r a n c e s t a i r h a l l . The w e s t 
room, which c o v e r s t h e f u l l d e p t h of t h e h o u s e , was d e s i g n e d a s 
t h e l i v i n g room. Two open d o o r w a y s f l a n k i n g t h e l i v i n g room 
f i r e p l a c e l e a d t o t h e s u n p o r c h . 

The e n t r a n c e h a l l d o o r i s 6 p a n e l w i t h l e a d e d g l a s s s i d e 
l i g h t s and an e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t p a n e l . The s t a i r s i n t h e 
h a l l b e g i n a t t h e b a s e w i t h t h r e e s h a p e d b a l u s t e r s and c o n t i n u e 
tfith t a p e r e d b a n i s t e r s c o n n e c t e d t o a common molded h a n d r a i l . 

The f i r s t f l o o r s t a i r w e l l c o n t a i n s an u n d e r s t a i r open n i c h e on 
t h e s o u t h h a l l s i d e which h a s an a r c h e d p l a s t e r f r a m e . D i r e c t l y 
u n d e r t h e n i c h e i s a s m a l l d o o r c l o s e ^ . Under t h e s t a i r s i s t h e 
d o o r t o t h e b a s e m e n t on t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e c o n n e c t i n g 
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h a l l w a y . From t h e e n t r a n c e h a l l a d o u b l e wide a r c h i t r a v e 
mo ld ing p l a i n f r amed doorway o p e n s i n t o d i n i n g room which 
d e c o r a t i v e l y f e a t u r e s a c h a i r r a i l , k i c k b o a r d , and b a y window of 
o l a i n m o l d i n g s . A n a r r o w doorway ( n o r t h ) l e a d s t o a c r o s s 
; o n n e c t i n g h a l l w a y which i n c l u d e s t w o n a r r o w f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g 

c l o s e t s . A n a r r o w p l a i n f ramed doorway (wes t ) l e a d s t o a 
b r e a k f a s t room w i t h n o d i s t i n c t i v e t r i m . A doorway p l a s t e r a r c h 
( n o r t h ) l e a d s i n t o t h e k i t c h e n . The k i t c h e n n o r t h window w e l l 
h a s a p r o j e c t i n g p l a s t e r a r c h t h e d e p t h of t h e b u i l t - i n o r i g i n a l 
k i t c h e n w a l l c a b i n e t s . 

S y m m e t r i c a l l y b a l a n c i n g t h e e n t r a n c e h a l l i s t h e same s i z e & 
m a t e r i a l open doorway i n t o t h e w e s t room, t h e l i v i n g room. The 
room i s s u r r o u n d e d by a wood k i c k b o a r d . Between t w o open p l a i n 
f r amed d o o r w a y s i s a c o l o n i a l r e v i v a l m a n t e l p i e c e w i t h d o g - e a r 
and d e n t i l m o l d i n g s . To t h e w e s t of t h i s room i s t h e sun room. 
I t i s c o m p l e t e l y s u r r o u n d e d i n p l a i n f ramed 8 l i g h t windows 
which i t s d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e . The sun room e a s t w a l l i s t h e 
main b l o c k b r i c k w e s t w a l l and s h o w s t h e e x p o s e d e x t e r i o r 
c h i m n e y . 

Moving t o t h e s e c o n d f l o o r on t h e s t a i r l a n d i n g t h e 
b a n i s t e r s c h a n g e t o t h r e e b a l u s t e r s a t t h e t u r n . The l a n d i n g 
h a s a s t o r a g e c l o s e t w i t h a s o l i d 6 p a n e l d o o r . The u p s t a i r s 
h a l l h a s p l a i n f ramed a r c h i t r a v e d o o r w a y s w i t h s o l i d 6 p a n e l 
d o o r s l e a d i n g i n t o a l l t h e f o u r s e c o n d s t o r y rooms . The n o r t h 
e a s t bedroom e x t e n d s i n t o t h e n o r t h wing and h a s a c l o s e t 
a d j a c e n t t o t h e h a l l l a n d i n g c l o s e t . The s o u t h e a s t bedroom h a s 
a c l o s e t a d j a c e n t t o t h e b a t h room t u b w a l l . The b a t h r o o m 
tfhich, i s l o c a t e d on t h e s o u t h s i d e of t h e h a l l w a y , f e a t u r e s an 
a r c h e d p l a s t e r o p e n i n g n e a r t h e c e i l i n g i n t h e t u b w e l l . The 
b a t h r o o m h a s b e e n t i l e d a t s h o u l d e r h e i g h t and c o v e r s o v e r t h e 
f a l s e d o o r t h a t l e a d s u n t o t h e e n t r a n c e s e c o n d s t o r y p o r c h . I t 
i s unknown by t h i s s u r v e y o r i f t h i s was e v e r a t r u e doorway o r 
i f i t was c o n t r i v e d f o r t h e e x t e r i o r a p p e a r a n c e i n t h e c o l o n i a l 
s t y l e f o r no a l t e r a t i o n s , g h o s t s of c h a n g e s , w e r e s e e n on t h i s 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

The p r i m a r y bedroom t a k e s u p t h e e n t i r e w e s t h a l f of t h e 
s e c o n d s t o r y . I t f e a t u r e s a*/arched p l a s t e r o p e n i n g o r window 
nook on t h e n o r t h w a l l which i s f l a n k e d on b o t h s i d e s by s o l i d 
p a n e l d o o r c l o s e t s . From t h i s bedroom t h e r e i s a c c e s s v i a a 
t r u e d o o r o n t o t h e sunroom s e c o n d s t o r y p o r c h . 
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